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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The American Dermatological Association
Research and Educational Fund, Inc.
ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST
The American Dermatological Association Research and Educational Fund,
Inc. is again offering awards for the best essays submitted for original work, not
previously published, relative to some fundamental aspect of dermatology or
syphilology. The purpose of this contest is to stimulate investigators to original
work in these fields. Two cash awards are available as follows: One thousand
dollars for first place and four hundred dollars for second place.
Manuscripts typed in English with double spacing and ample margins as for
publication, together with illustrations, charts and tables, all of which must be
in quintuplet, are to be submitted NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER 1, 1963.
The manuscripts should be sent to Dr. R. R. Kierland, Secretary, American
Dermatological Association Research and Educational Fund, Inc., Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, Minnesota. Those which are incomplete in any of the above respects
will not be considered. Manuscripts should be limited to ten thousand words,
or less. in order to aid fair judgment, papers should be submitted under a
"nom de plume" with no information anywhere in the paper as to the institution
or clinic where the work was done. Along with the paper by "John Smith," for
example, a plain sealed envelope bearing on the outside the nom de plume,
and inside the full name and address of the author, is also submitted. Oniy
after all of the papers have been judged and returned to the Chairman are the
sealed envelopes opened and the winners known.
Competition in this contest is open to scientists generally—not exclusively
to physicians. Members of the American Dermatological Association are not
eligible.
The awards will be made by the Essay Contest Committee of the American
Dermatological Association Research and Educational Fund, Inc. and its de-
cision shall be final. The essays are judged on the following considerations: (1)
originality of ideas; (2) potential importance of the work; (3) experimental
methods and use of controls; (4) evaluation of results; (5) clarity of presenta-
tion. This contest is planned as an annual one, but if in any year, at the dis-
cretion of the Committee, no paper worthy of an award is offered, the awards
will be omitted.
The results will be announced prior to December 1, 1963. Essays receiving
first and second places are the exclusive property of the American Dermato-
logical Association Research and Educational Fund, Inc.; those not winning an
award remain the property of the authors and will be returned.
The candidate winning a first award may be invited to present his paper before
the annual meeting of the American Dermatological Association with expenses
paid, in addition to the one thousand dollar award. The time allowed for presen-
tation of the winning essay shall not exceed thirty minutes. Further information
regarding this essay contest may be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the
American Dermatological Association Research and Educational Fund, Inc.
99
100 ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEDICAL AND HEALTH RELATED THESAURUS
The Public Health Service today announced publication of a thesaurus of
biomedical terms entitled "Medical and Health Related Thesaurus," brought
out as the result of a modified keyword system having been compiled for use in
the indexing of the 1962 edition of the Research Grants Index.
Persons concerned with data retrieval or documentation systems will find the
reference volume of interest as a pattern or guide in the preparation of similar
indices.
The thesaurus contains approximately 12,200 biomedical terms, of which
6,700 are main headings; 2,200 subheadings; 2,300 "see" references; and 1,000
instructional items.
In establishing this terminology, effort was directed toward compatibility
with existing compilations, particularly the Medical Subject Headings of the
National Library of Medicine. However, due to the diverse and detailed nature
of the basic biological and medical investigations currently supported by the
PHS, no existing thesauri provided adequate coverage. Many current investiga-
tions involved new concepts for which it was impossible to validate descriptors
except by personal inquiries.
Foremost among the validating sources for the new concepts were the investi-
gators conducting the research. During the preparation of the Research Grants
Index, each of approximately 15,000 PHS grantee scientists was asked to review
the indexing terms which had been selected as descriptive of his research.
The thesaurus (PHS Publication No. 1031) was produced by the Research
Documentation Section of the Division of Research Grants, National Institutes
of Health, and is available from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, at $1.50 per copy.
SYMPOSIUM ON THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION
OF EPIDERMAL BARRIERS
A Symposium on the Structure and Function of Epidermal Barriers will be
held in Brno, Czechoslovakia from October 7th to 9th, 1964 under the auspices
of the Czechoslovak Dermatological Society (section of the Czechoslovak Med-
ical Society J. E. Purkynë). The Symposium will be conducted in English, Ger-
man and Russian. Further particulars for participation can be obtained from
the Secretary Mr. Zd. V1IaIn, Dematological Clinic, 53, Pekaiská, Brno, Czecho-
slovakia (CSSR).
Prof. Dr. J. Horáek
President of the
Czechoslovak Dermatological Society
